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Response dated September 8, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of August 4, 2004 

Amendments to the riaims; 

This listing below of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. Appendix A provides a copy of the claims of the Listing below, with the 
current amendments indicated by brackets and underscoring. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (amended) A teething pacifier comprising: 

a pacifier guard having at least a first side and a second side opposite said 

first side; 

a nipple extending outwardly from said first side of said pacifier guard; 

a handle associated with said second side of said pacifier guard, said 
handle including at least one proximal portion positioned proximate said pacifier guard 
and a distal portion positionable away from said pacifier guard; 

said handle comprising a first teething material that is substantially hard 
and a second teething material having a hardness substantially similar to that of said first 
teething material, said second teething material molded over said first teething material 
to create a varied teething surface on said handle for infant teething thereon. 

2. (cancel) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein each of said 
first and second.teething materials are substantially hard. 

3. (cancel) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein each of said 
first and second teething materials are substantially soft. 

4. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein said second 
teething material is integrally bonded to said first teething material. 
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5. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein said first 
teething material of said handle further includes at least one recess into which said 
second teething material is molded. 

6. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 5 wherein at least a 
portion of said second teething material extends above the surface of said first teething 
material. 

7. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 5 wherein at least a 
longitudinal portion of said handle further includes a continuous circumference, and 
wherein said at least one recess extends around the substantial entirety of the handle 
circumference such that said second teething material extends around the substantial 
entirety of the circumference of said handle at one or more locations on said handle. 

8. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein said first 
teething material further includes at least one overmold enhancing surface to facilitate 
securing said second teething material to said handle. 

9. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 8 wherein said 
overmold enhancing surface comprises a keyway for anchoring said second teething 
material to said handle. 

10. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 9 wherein said keyway 
extends around the substantial entirety of said handle. 


Page 4 of 10 

286922.1 

PACE 7/25* RCVD AT 10/25/2004 4:18:11 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] " SVttUSPTO-EFXRF-l/l « DNIS:8729306' CSIDM 212 336 8001 ■ DURATION <mm-SS):07.32 


□CT-25-2004 16:19 ARE 1212 336 8001 P. 08 

Appl. No. 10/077,511 

Response dated September 8, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of August 4, 2004 

11. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 8 wherein said 
overmold enhancing surface comprises at least one flat face extending at least partially 
around said handle. 

12. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 8 wherein said 
overmold enhancing surface comprises at least one recess into which said second 
teething material is molded. 

13. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein said second 
teething material is molded over said first teething material in at least two distinct 
regions on said handle to expose at least one region of first teething material. 

14. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 13 wherein said handle 
includes alternating regions of first teething material and second teething material. 

15. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 13 wherein at least two 
of said regions of second teething material are at least partially connected by at least one 
region of second teething material. 

17. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein at least a 
longitudinal portion of said handle further includes a continuous circumference, and 
wherein said second teething material extends around the substantial entirety of the 
continuous circumference of said handle at one or more locations on said handle. 

18. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein said second 
teething material comprises a plurality of bands spaced apart from one another to expose 

at least one region of first teething material. 
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19. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 18 wherein said 
plurality of bands of second teething material each include a width, and wherein the 
width of at least one of said bands is greater than the width of at least one other band to 
direct infant teething to a desired location on said handle. 

20. (original) The teething pacifier according to Claim 1 wherein said second 
teething material further includes a textured teething surface. 

21. (original) A method of forming a teething pacifier having a pacifier guard, 
a nipple extending outwardly from one side of the pacifier guard, and a handle 
associated with another side of the pacifier guard, said method comprising the steps of: 

forming at least a portion of said handle from a first teething material 

having a first hardness, 

molding a second teething material having a hardness substantially similar 
to that of said first hardness of said first teething material over at least a portion of said 
first teething material to create a varied teething surface on said handle for infant 
teething thereon. 

22. (original) The method according to Claim 21 wherein the step of molding 
the second teething material over at least a portion of the first teething material includes 
the integral bonding of said and teething material to said first teething material. 

23. (original) The method according to Claim 21 wherein at least a 
longitudinal portion of said handle further includes a continuous circumference, and 
wherein the step of molding the second teething material over at least a portion of the 
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first teething material includes molding die second teething material around the 
substantial entirety of the handle at one or more locations on said handle. 

24. (original) The method according to Claim 21 wherein the step of forming 
at least a portion of said handle from the first teething material further includes the step 
of forming at least one keyway in said first teething material, and further includes 
molding said second teething material into said at least one keyway to facilitate securing 
of said second teething material relative to said first teething material. 

25. (original) The method according to Claim 21 wherein the step of forming 
at least a portion of said handle from the first teething material further includes the step 
of forming at least one flat face extending at least partially around said handle, and 
molding said second teething material onto said at least one flat face to facilitate 
securing of said second teething material relative to said first teething material. 
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